The San Diego County
Water Authority sustains a

$268 billion regional
economy and the quality
of life for 3.3 million
residents through a
multi-decade water supply
diversification plan, major
infrastructure investments
and forward-thinking
policies that promote
fiscal and environmental

responsibility.

A public agency created in
1944, the Water Authority
delivers wholesale water
supplies to 24 retail water
providers, including cities,

special districts and a

military base.
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BIOGRAPHY

Tish Berge is deputy general manager of the San Diego County Water
Authority, an agency responsible for providing wholesale water
supplies to serve 24 member agencies, 3.3 million people and a $268
billion regional economy. Berge joined the Water Authority as
assistant general manager in February 2021, bringing more than 17
years of executive-level experience across every aspect of water utility
management.

As deputy general manager, Berge oversees the Finance, Administrative
Services, Government Relations, and Public Affairs departments at the
Water Authority.

From 2017 to 2021 Berge served as general manager of the Sweetwater
Authority, leading the agency to earn a “District of Distinction” award
from the Special District Leadership Foundation for demonstrating
sound fiscal management policies and practices — an award given to
only 2% of special districts.

Prior to her service with the Sweetwater Authority, Berge served as
Rincon del Diablo Municipal Water District’s director of administration
and finance where she implemented a 10-year financial model to drive
policy decisions related to debt issuance, Capital Improvement
Projects, and water rates. Berge also served as assistant general
manager for San Elijo Joint Powers Authority, where she helped the
organization earn the 2006 California Water Environment Association
Plant of the Year award.

Berge holds a Bachelor of Science in Engineering from Harvey Mudd
College, and a Master of Business Administration with an emphasis in
Finance from the Paul Merage School of Business at the University of
California, Irvine. She is a Certified Special District Manager and
Registered Professional Engineer.
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